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The Trend of Business 


IN THE UNITED STATES 

Business Activity, as measured by the New York Times 
index, was down 1 per cent for the four weeks ending 
March 10 from the previous four weeks and 1 per cent 
from the corresponding period of 1944. Freight car load- 
ings for the same four-week period were up 3 per cent 
from the previous four weeks and were down fractionally 
from the corresponding four weeks of 1944. For the first 
two months of 1945, freight car loadings dropped 2 per 
cent from the same period last year. 

Income Payments were up 1 per cent in February from 
January, 5 per cent from February, 1944, and 6 per cent 
for the first two months of the year as compared with 
the same period last year. As compared with February, 
1944, salary and wages income was up 3 per cent and 
nonagricultural income 5 per cent. For the first two 
months of 1945, as compared with the same period in 
1944, salaries and wages income was up 4 per cent and 
nonagricultural income 6 per cent. 

Industrial Production, as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board index, was up fractionally in February from 
January but was 4 per cent under February, 1944, and 
for the first two months of the year was 4 per cent below 
the same period last year. 

Electric Power Production dropped 12 per cent in Feb- 
ruary from January, 4 per cent from February, 1944, and 
for the first two months of the year was down 1 per cent 
from the same period last year. 

Retail Sales dropped 3 per cent in February from Janu- 
ary but were 11 per cent above. February, 1944, and for 
the first two months of the year were 12 per cent above the 
same period last year. Department store sales were up 
10 per cent in February from January, 20 per cent from 
February, 1944, and 17 per cent for the first two months 
of the year as compared with the same period last year. 


IN OHIO 

Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities dropped 7 per cent in Feb- 
ruary from January, 4 per cent from February, 1944, and 
for the first two months of the year were 2 per cent below 
the same period last year. 

Agricultural Income was down 7 per cent from January, 
7 per cent from February, 1944, and for the first two 
months of the year was 7 per cent below the same period 
last year. Of the four major sources of agricultural in- 
come, only dairy products showed an increase in February. 

Retail Trade, as measured by department store sales, 
was up 4 per cent in February from January, 19 per cent 
from February, 1944, and for the first two months of the 
year was 17 per cent above the same period last year. 
Sales of independent retailers were down 2 per cent in 
February from January but were 6 per cent above Feb- 
ruary, 1944, and for the first two months of the year were 
7 per cent above the same period last year. Sales of dyers 
and cleaners dropped 9 per cent in February from January 
but were 17 per cent above February, 1944, and for the 
first two months of the year were 14 per cent above the 
same period last year. 


Wartime Trends In Nonagricultural 


Employment In Ohio 

Many significant changes have occurred in the industrial 
structure of Ohio during the war period. Not only has 
the total number employed varied greatly but shifts in the 
relative importance of the various industries as measured 
by employment have been marked. The accompanying 
table and charts indicate the magnitude of private em- 
ployment in the various nonagricultural industries for 
selected dates, 1939-1944, and the relative changes in em- 
ployment over this period. The data shown here represent 
the number of Ohio workers covered by unemployment 
compensation, and, as such, represented, in 1940, approxi- 
mately 85 per cent of all private wage or salary workers 
in nonagricultural employment, based on data published 
by the United States Census,“ and close to 95 per cent 
since 1942. 


CHART 1— NUMBER OF PRIVATE WAGE OR SALARY 
WORKERS IN NONAGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES, 
OHIO, SELECTED PERIODS, 1939-1940 
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Source: Accompanying table on page 8. 


Number Employed 

The total nonagricultural employment reached an all- 
time high in June of 1943 when 2,107,000 workers were 
covered by unemployment compensation (see Chart 1). 
Since that time, employment has fallen off to where, by 
December, 1943, about 2,058,000 workers, and, by Decem- 
ber, 1944, as estimated, 1,925,000 workers were covered. 
This decrease in total employment does not reflect an 
increase in involuntary unemployment. Indeed, it does 
not mean, necessarily, that any involuntary unemployment 
existed except the unavoidable frictional unemployment. 
It represents a decrease in the labor force which probably 
resulted from housewives and older persons along with 


© Of the census total of 1,670,000 private wage or salary workers in 
nonagricultural employment in Ohio in March, 1940, about 72,000 inter- 
state railroad employees, 96,000 domestic servants, an estimated 32,000 
employees in nonprofit organizations, and an estimated 50,000 employees 
in firms hiring less than 3 persons (a total of about 260,000) in private 
nonagricultural employment were excluded from coverage under unem- 
ployment compensation. The total covered workers, according to census 
data, would have been about 1,420,000 persons. Actually, 1,447,000 
workers were covered in March, 1940. 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Business in the United States g 
Feb. 1945 Compared with Feb. 1944 NUMBER EMPLOYED ri) eT 340 
CREASE (SEE TABLE FOR BASE PERIOD ) ‘ 
T 
BANK DEBITS 
Gene 
COM. FAILURES 250 / 230 
i 
LIFE INS. SALES 
MANUFACTURING 
NO. EMPLOYED RETAIL / 
INDUSTRIAL PROD. 130 | EMPLOYED | 130 
POWER PROD. 100 = 100 | 
COAL PRODUCTION sit) Tol COST OF Livine | 70. 
TOTAL CONST. CONTRACTS 250 A 
RES. CONST. CONTRACTS PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION , | ~~ ~~ 
220 220 
FREIGHT CAR LOADINGS Va Pre 
RETAIL SALES (s4stares) 190 
DEPT. STORE SALES 160 A 160 
CHAIN STORE SALES 130 
COST OF LIVING A LY \ a 
70 CONSTRUCTION |~ 
(1) Dota not avoitabdte at time of publicetion | V 
wo CONTRACTS AWARDED “ 40 
\ 
FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES } ‘ Di 
?Preliminary ; *Less than 0.5%; 7More than 1,000% increase; TRADE 
¢Change in number of failures; *Figures in parentheses show 220 —_= = + 220 
number of firms reporting this month; >Data not available; ma i" 
¢Only percentage change available; ¢Adjusted for seasonai DEBITS DEPT. s STORE 
changes; *Bureau of Business Research estimate; ‘Adjusted for 190 Es_ 190 
number of working days; *Not including government financed ' € e 
projects; "Includes additions, alterations and repairs along with i PRI { 1A ! , 
residential and nonresidential ; Weighted. 160 } 160 
Primary Sources: il 1 \ Vv 
from original data collected by the Bureau of Busi- 130 130 
Research from: ‘Local Power and Light Co’s.; *County J ry} 
Clerk of Courts; *Ohio Cleaners and Dyers. cha it 100 
Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from data col- 100 1 Py ‘ a t 
lected in cooperation with: ‘Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. ly vv 
Commerce. 70 fl DOLLARS 
Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from special 
Of Labor "Federal Power Commission’ Hate Insurance Sales 
Research Bureau; and from data of: 8Board of Governors of the BANKING AND FINANCE i 
Federal Reserve System ; °F. W. Dodge Corporation. BILLION DOLLARS 
Other Data Sources: “New York Times; “Association of t 36 
American Railroads; & Ine. ; American Iron 
& Steel Institute; issteel Magazine; ‘ederal Reserve Board; | 33 
§. Dept. of Agriculture; "Commercial & Financial Chron- 33} 
icles 4U. S. Bureau of r Statistics; “Wards Reports; 
©Federal Power Commission; “Bituminous Division, U. S 30, | 30 
Dept. of Interior; %U. S. Steel Corporation; =F. W | 
Corporation ; “Chain Store Age; *U. S. pt. of Commerce ; 
Fairchild ag Standard and Poor's Corp. ; of 27 27 
Rural Economics, U.; ™National Industrial Conference 
Board; L. Polke Co.; “War Production Board; “Ohio 
Bureau of Unemployment Compensation. 24 24 
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Last 
Monte 
ITEM 
Feb. Jan. Feb. 
1945 1945 1945 
Unit from 
or Index Jan. 
Base Period 1945 
General Business 
—_ or Average Indexes for % % + 
4 Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bus. 3/10/45 Comp.Norm, 143 144;— 1 —- 
Fght. Car Load" 8/10/45 ...Thous.| 3,107 3,122 ft 3i— =* — 2 
Com. Failures 3/10/45 ...Number 7 62 23 |— 565 | — 82 
Calendar Menths 

*Bank Dbts. (Excl. N.Y¥.C.)®,* 1935-39 208 223|;— 7 — 1 1 
Total Inc. Payments™-¢ 245 242;+ 1 5 6 
Salaries and heey Income™.¢ 270 2 x 8 4 
Nonagricultural Income™-¢ 240 239 5 6 
Agr. Inc. (Cashfrom Mktgs)** ” 202 237 | — 15 0 1 
Steel Ingot Oper. Rate”. . %Ca; 91 s9i+ 7 
Securities Issued''—New. .M: 42 186 | — 69 | — 42 + 25 
Securities Issued—Refunding ” " 203 490 | — 59 | + 39 116 

Employment and Pay Rolls” 

*No. 160 160 |— * — 6 
No. Empl'd—Trade—Retail...... 97 1 1 
No. Emp!’'d—Trade—Whil'sale. .. 96 96 0 0 z 
*Pay Rolls—Manufact............ ” 329 330;— * |+ * 1 

Production 

eIndustrial Prod.¥........ — 231 230 |+ * 4 4 
Munitions Production™ ........1943 101° 108 }— 2 |— 9 
Elec, Power Prod.”. . Mil. ‘of K.W.H.| 18,026} 20,505 |—12 |— 4 1 
Bitum. Coal Prod.* Tons) 46,900 52,200} — 10 | —11 |— 7 
Steel Prod.4 Av.Weekly Tons Thous.| 1,664 1626;+ 5 
Pig Iron Prod.™.......Thous. Tons| 4,563 4,946|;— 8 |—10 |— 8 
Shipmts—U.S. Stl.Cp.* Thous. Tons 1,562 1,569 |— * |—10 
Mach. Tool Shipments. ...Mil. Dol. 36 87|}— 4 |— 28 | — 31 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 

*Total (Index) 8 Ma. Mov.Av. 1983-85 35 39;—10 |— 8 |—11 
Total® of Dol.) 146,957 | 140,949) + 4 7 8 
Residential ......... 19,800 | 19,536]— 1 |—22 |— 41 
95,681 | 81,614 | + 17 | + 67 | + 42 

ic Works & Utils. 31,976 39,799 |} — 20 | — 42 | — 32 
Distribution 
Retail Sales (34 states)™........% e e — 8 11 12 
* Dept. Store 171 156 | + 10 20 17 
Chain St. Sales™ Av.SameMo.1989-31 b 199 b 
Prices 
Wholesale Commod. Prices”. ... 1986 105 105 * t 2 t 2 
106 106 |— * 2 2 
137 137 |— 1 + 1 tf 1 
113 113 0 + * s 
CHANGE FROM 
Mar. 14 | Mar. 15 | Mar. 17 
ITEM 1945 1944 1943 Last Last 
Month | Year 
Unit Amt. |PerCt. 
Federal Reserve Banks“ % 

U. 8S. Govt. Securities..... -Mil. Dol.) 19,576 12,110| 6,224 62 

Member Bank Borrowing.. 2 24 292 
Member Banks—101 Cities 

11,419 11,482] 9,559) —475 |— = 
Business & Agr. Loans and 
Open Market Paper .... “ “ 6,186 6,396 6,027| —188 |— 3 

Brok. & Other Secur. Lns... “ “ 2,830 2,637 —2738 |+ 7 

Real 1,042 1,088 1,168; — 8 |— 4 
1,291 1,228; 1, + 8 5 

*Total Investments .......... “ “ 46,736 41,453 | 32,639; —293 13 
* U.S. Govt. Obligations..... “ “ | 43,799] 38,601} 29, 13 
37,635 33,441 | 32, 1,353 13 

8,083 6,892| 5,431 178 26 

joney5 

Money in Circulation ....... “ | 25,878 16,115 | +846 | + 28 

Monetary Gold Stock ....... “ 0,453 21,670 | 22,610; — 54 |~— 6 
Security Markets” 

Prices—354 Ind.,Indew, 1935-39 115 100 90| +0.2 15 

“ —20 Rails “ 124 100 85| —0.3 25 

28 Util. 96 89 75) —0.2 

Bond Yid—Corp. Al+ (highestgr.) % 2.664 2.797 2.826} —0.082;— 5 


Indicates Series Charted (Page 2). 


160 
130 
. 
> 


Feb. Jan. 2 
1945 1945 Mes. 
Unit 1945 
Indea from 
Base Period 1944 
General Business 
% 

Bank Debits®,*t cities) 1985-39 208 228|;— 7 

Commercial Failures” ..... Number 4 2 t 2 3 0 
Liebilities!2 Thous. Dol. 90 29 210 y + 8 

Life Ins. Sales? ............1985-39 112 117 |}— 5 4 + 4 

Agr. Income**—total ...... 1924-28 164 7 7 
Meat Animals ..... cove 197 218 | — 10 19 |—1 
Dairy Products ........ ¥ 193 174| + 11 14 | + 8 
™ 110 138 | — 20 8 |— 6 
Poultry and Eggs ..... ” 156 171;— 9 1 i+ 8 

eElectric Power Produc.®,t ..1985-39 212 217|— 8 | 

Bit. Coal Production™...Thous. tens| 2,496 2,514;— 1 9 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)** 

Total (Index) 60 42 — 4 
Residential .. 28 23 — 4 
Nonresidential 132 59 + 2B 
Pablic Works & Utilities: 12 47 + 6 

Distribution 

Retail Sales—Independent 
Stores* (868)* ........ (See p. 3) © © 1 

Dept. Store Sales (17)*....1935-39) 165 159 
Dyers’ & Cleaners’ Sales* (21)* 1939 195 214 “4 
Passgr. Car Reg.” cos.) Num 125 109 
Truck Reg.? (42 cos.) ..... 414 300 b 
Used Car Reg.? (36 cos.) 78 11,396 | 11,116 b 
Living Costs (6 cit.)™... Jan. 1939 b 127 » 

Placements, Unemployment and Unemployment Compensation 

Placements by U.S.E.S.... - Number 56,876 | 70,904 + 19 

Reg. for Work with U.S.E.S. 11,604 | 11,809 b 

_s Benefit Payments .Thous. Dol, 78 88 — 40 
Av. Receiving Benefits..... Number’ 1,427 1,295 —4 

Wkly. Benefits Per Recipient. ..Dol. 14.89 14.93 + 3 

Unemployment Comp. Fund. Mil. Dol. 438 431 ’ 

Employment, Pay Rolls and Earnings® 
1 
ITEM Unit — 1945 
or Index 1945 1944 from 
Base Period 1944 
Number Employed: % 
e Total¥ (8109)* ......... 1935-39 143 148 3 
e Manufacturing® (2398)* . ” 156 157 
e Tr.and Pub. Util.w (4684)* ” 103 112 9 
Construction (840)* .... ” 84 94 il 

Pay Rolls—Mfg.¥ (2398)* . ” 335 340 1 
Man-Hours—Mfg.¥ (2368)* ” 207 211 2 
Wage Earner Mfg.” (2368)* 

Av. Weekly = caved 53.05 53.50 1 
Av. Hours Worked ......Nwmber| 46.2 46.9 1 
Av. Hourly Rate ........ coc 1.15 1.14 1 
Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)*® 
CHANGE FROM 
Mar. 14 | Mar. 15 
ITEM 1945 1944 
Year 
Unit PerCt. 
Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank ! % 
U. S. Gov. Securities. ...Thous. Del.|1,800,366 | 1,044,180 +72 
Member Bank Borrowings 12,350. 670 +7 
Member Banks—4th District 
©Total Loans...........+ 871 | 906 —4 

Bus. & Agr. Loans and | 
Open Mkt. Paper......." ant 396. 415 — 5 

Brok. & “‘Other Secur.” 192 170 + 18 

157 165 — 5 
” 126 148 —_ 16 

3,853 3,846 16 

3,611 3,108 16 

3,096 2,760 12 


* Indicates Series Charted (page 3). 
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Business in Ohio 


280 | 280 
250 250 
220 220 
190 Vs 190 
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160 EMPLOYED ALL INDUSTRIES / 
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100 a | \ 
rol ry BE TTITTTTTT 340 
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250 250 
220 SS 220 
Tha 
100 POWER uy 100 
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280 
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Feb. 1945 Compared with Feb. 1944 


% DECREASE 
BUSINESS = 


% INCREASE 
+40 


INDICATOR 


BANK DEBITS 

COM. FAILURE (ns) 
TOTAL AGR. INCOME 
AGR. INCOME— GRAINS 
AGR. INCOME MEATS 
COAL PRODUCTION isn 
ELECTRIC POWER PROD. 
PLACEMENTS 

UNEMP. BENIFITS 
TOTAL CONST. CONTRACTS 
RES. CONST. CONTRACTS? 
Nonres. const. contr. 
AUTO REGISTRATION 
RETAIL SALES 

DEPT. STORE SALES 
DRY CLEANERS SALES 
LIFE INS. SALES 


(7) Over 1000 per cont change 


RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO‘ 


CHANGES IN 
SALES FROM 

Last Yeas 

KIND OF BUSINESS | Stores} Feb. (Feb. | Feb. 2 
1945 | 1945 | 1946 | Mos. 

from | from | 1946 
Jan. | Feb. | from 

1945 | 1944 1944 

Vum- 

ber % % % 
FOOD 145 983|— Ti+ * 3 
Candy & 9 1)+ 7 
Groceries (no meats) 15 5 9 
Groceries (with meats) 16 8i— 2 
Meat markets ......-.... 6 12} + 7 
APPAREL 89 | 6) + 19) + 15 
Men’s clothing .......... 32 394|— 3/+ 12 19 
elothing......... 19 601 | + 24 17 8 
Women’s clothing ....... 4 480/+ 1 19 13 
Shoe stores.............. 24 160|— 7 44 35 
AUTOMOTIVE 54 8 2 
Motor vehicles .......... 49 47|— 8 2 11 
FURNITURE 79| 1,116);+ * 6 
Furniture..........+.... 61) 1,027;|— 1 3 3 
Household appl. & radios. 16 641+ 4)+ 43 36 
BUILDING 174} 1,422 8i— 4 
Lumber & Bidg. material 49 809 1j— 7i— 8 
121 598; + Ti+ 5& 2 
EATING AND DRINKING 72 925;— 61+ 2 3 
63 892'— 6 2 3 
Drinking places......... 9 5 2 
Country general......... 54 230|— 1 t 1 
Department stores....... 17| 2,889;+ 4 18 16 
Drug stores 99 422;|— 4 1 2 
Florists 5 7 5 6 
Filling stations.......... 14 76\|— 9 7 6 
Sporting goods.......... 6 38 |— 20}— 10|— 10 
AN elehted by ual sales. 2 6 1 

annual sales............... 

Adjusted for number of working days..|+ 6 t ll t 7 


For Footnotes and Sources, see Page 2. 
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1944 1945 


December and was 6 per cent below January, 


1944. Man 


facturing employment was down fractionally in Jan 
from December and 7 per cent from January of last year 


/ 
Employment in Ohio dropped 3 per cent in January from De 
Of 
rol 
pel 


Employment in trade and public utilities was down 9 


cer 


cent in January from December but was fractionally above of 


January of last year. Construction employment drop 


tio 
11 per cent from December and 7 per cent from January} gr 
1944. Of 10 major manufacturing groups 8 repo ma 
employment declines in January from December ranging fro 
from fractional declines in the chemicals and vehi fac 
groups to 4 per cent in the food products group. 
groups, metal products and rubber products, reported s 
increases in January from December. As compared with do 
January, 1944, 9 major manufacturing groups repo fre 
employment decreases ranging from 3 per cent in lie 
chemicals and paper and paper products groups to 12 bu 
cent in the vehicles group. 10 
Pay Rolls dropped 2 per cent in January from Dece cre 
and were 2 per cent under January, 1944. Manufac Tw 
pay rolls in January were down 1 per cent from Dece tur 
and 2 per cent from January of last year. Pay rolls ij pa 
trade and public utilities were down 6 per cent in Jan gr 
from December but were 6 per cent above January, 1! Te] 
Construction pay rolls dropped 8 per cent in January yei 
NuMBER EMpPLoyep® 
INDEX 
1935-89 =100 Cranes 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP 
| 1946 | mon 
Jan. | Dee. an, 
from | from 1945 
1945 | 1944) | jan. | from 
1944 | 1944 | 194 
Yo % % 
TOTALY 148] 148/— 6 298 
All Manufacturing’ (2398)...... 156) 157) — *=|— 7 335 
Chemicals (165)............++ | 8 287 
Food Products (225).........: | 97] 2 170 | 
Bakery (55)......... os 101 106|;— 2 168 
Miscellaneous (170).. 92 8|+ 5& 165 
Lumber Products (118). 158|— 3|— 10 346 
Furniture (46)............. 156| 166|/— 5|— 12 377 
Miscellaneous (72)........+: 105 106|— *|— 8 186 
Metal Products (567)......... | 146 145); + *|— 5 296 
Foundry Products and Drop M 
Forgings (25).........-+: | 184] 188) + 1/—11 401 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves and | 
Plumbers’ Supplies (17) .. 84 84'— */ + 18 139 
Serew Machine Products 
and Hardware (42)...... | 144 142/+ 297 
Sheet Metal Work (79)..... | 184] 1]/+ 8 
Steel Works and Rolling | 
Stoves and Furnaces (31)... | 129 182|— 2 
Miscellaneous (290)........: 209/+ 9 
Paper and Printing (269).... 105} 106|/— 8 63 
Paper, inc. Stationery (24). 105 104;+ 1);— 4 
Print. and Publish. (150)... 104} 106|— 2 46 
Miscellaneous (95).........: 110} 8 96 
Rubber Products (49)........ | 146 1]/— 5 
Tires and Tubes (15)....... | 146/+ 6 
Miscellaneous (34).........: 141 * 6 
Stone, Clay, and Glass 
Products (167)........... | 4 
Brick and Tile (62)........ *|— 8 22 
Vitreous and Semi-Vitreous — 

China and Pottery (34)... 1165|— 2/+4+ 4 
Miscellaneous (51)......... 69 1j— 9 
80 81/— 1/— 8 
Men’s Clothing (54)........ 80 81|;— 6 79 | 

iscellaneous (97)........- 74 1j— 8 
Vehicles 270| =|—12 | 
Mise. Manufacturing (122)... 123 124;— 1];— 6 19 | 

Trade & Pub. Util.” (4684). 103} 112|— 9|+ * | 

98 * 41 | 
Trade (Ret. & Whisl.) (3770) 121|—15|+ 1 
Transport & Pub. Util. (595) 100 100 1};— 1 | 
Construction® (840)............+ 84 7 
Mines and Quarries (187)........ | e e — 1 » 
Indexes of number employed and of pay rolls are based on the of § 


ment of 880,265 persons in 6,387 firms. 


F and tes, Page 2. 
NOTE: Machinery group is included in the total manufacturing «™ 
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lary fron) December and were 6 per cent below January of last year. 
4. Manu} Of the 10 major manufacturing groups, 6 reported pay 
1 Jan roll declines in January from December ranging from 1 
last year) per cent in the paper and paper products group to 5 per 
wn 9 cent in the stone, clay, and glass products group. Two 
ally above of the major groups, chemicals and vehicles, reported frac- 
t drop tional increases from December, and the rubber products 
| January} group an increase of 7 per cent. In the miscellaneous 

reported manufacturing group January pay rolls were up 1 per cent 
r ranging from December. As compared with January, 1944, manu- 
1 vehicles facturing pay rolls were down 2 per cent and construction 
oup. pay rolls 6 per cent. 

rted s Man-Hours worked in manufacturing industries were 
yared with down 2 per cent in January from December and 8 per cent 
3 repo from January, 1944. Man-hours worked in trade and pub- 
nt in lic utilities dropped 9 per cent in January from December 
to 12 but were 2 per cent above January of last year. Of the 

10 major manufacturing groups, 8 groups reported de- 
Dece creases in man-hours worked in January from December. 
ufacturing Two groups, rubber products and miscellaneous manufac- 
Dece turing, reported increases in man-hours worked. As com- 
ay rolls ij pared with January, 1944, 8 of the 10 major manufacturing 
in Jan groups reported decreases in man-hours worked and two 
uary, reported increases. The decreases from January of last 
\uary year ranged from 2 per cent to 16 per cent. 
Pay Man-Hovurs® 
HANGS Cranes 1986-39100 Cuancs 
| mee i | 1946 nth | ath 
om | 195 from | from from | from 
jan. from Dec. | Jan from Dec. | Jan. from 
944 | 194 1944 | 1944 | 1944 1944 | 1944 | 1944 
- 1 1/— 2 | 207| 2}/— 8 
% 287; +4 1 184| 184]/— 8 
. 8] + 4 107} 110)/— 2 
- 168; 1 | 112] 118/— 8 
165} 2]+ 5 97 99/— 2/+ 4 
10 — 1 | 191] 201}— 5|— 9 
- 12 7] — 4 198] 
- 186) 5 120} 1|/—11 
- & 305;/— 2 | 189) 19)— 
41) 415;— 2 | 238) 8 
+ 18 19) 7/4 1 94 s}— 1 
— 12 soz]— 1] — 10 | age] 187] — 2] —15 
- 8 ved | 182] + *|+ 9 
| 1 159] 167]; — 2 
3 1 | 187] 168;— 9 
2) 408;— 2]/—11 | 267| 
— 4 200 | 202)— 1] + 10 } 180] 180)— 1 
19} + = | 227] 127)— 8 
Bel lt t s/t 3 
| | 

162}— 5/4 = 95| 101/— 5|— 5& 
121 x 1 z/— 1 

4 188) 152) — 9 12 | 86| 94|—10 3 
| +4 | si— elas 
| 1 21+ 6 100| 102}— 2 
— 6 | 167)— 5 12 106} 110);— 2 
— 12 | — 10 871| 377|/— 2|— 16 
61+ & | 105} 115}— 2 
—* | + Si + 99| 104;— 5 
+4 nes | ies | 100) 116)— 18) + 8 

1 on the of 921,191 persons in 8,109 firms; indexes of man-hours, on the employ- 


indexes but is not available for publication separately. 
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AKRON 

Retail sales of 21 independent stores in February 
declined 9 per cent from January and 24 per cent 
from February, 1944, but were 6 per cent higher for 
the first two months of 1945 as compared with the 
same period of 1944. Bank debits were 2 per cent 
below January but were 9 per cent above February, 
1944. Industrial power consumption increased 3 per 
cent from January, 25 per cent from February, 1944, 
and 31 per cent for the year to date as compared 
with the same period in 1944. The total value of 
building permits rose 315 per cent for the first two 
months of 1945 as compared with 1944. 

Employment in manufacturing industries increased 
1 per cent from December but declined 15 per cent 
from January, 1944. 

CANTON 

February sales of 31 independent retailers de- 
clined fractionally from January but increased 4 per 
cent from February, 1944, and were fractionally 
higher for the year to date as compared with the 
same period last year. Bank debits fell 4 per cent 
from January but increased 2 per cent from Febru- 
ary, 1944, and 4 per cent for the first two months of 
1945 as compared with the same period in 1944. The 
total value of building permits advanced 26 per cent 
from January but decreased 55 per cent from Feb- 
ruary, 1944, 

January employment declined 1 per cent from 
December and 5 per cent from January, 1944. Pay 
rolls in manufacturing industries declined 4 per cent 
from December and 5 per cent from January, 1944. 
CINCINNATI 

February sales of 43 independent retailers in- 
creased 2 per cent from January, 18 per cent from 
February, 1944, and 19 per cent for the first two 
months of 1945 as compared with the corresponding 
period in 1944. The total value of building permits 
rose 15 per cent from January but was down 10 per 
cent from February, 1944. The steel industry oper- 
ating rate for February was 93 per.cent of capacity, 
showing an increase of 1 per cent from January and 
2 per cent from February, 1944. 

All manufacturing employment for January de- 
clined fractionally from December and was down 6 
per cent from January, 1944. Pay rolls in manufac- 
turing industries were down 8 per cent from Decem- 
ber and 4 per cent from January, 1944. 
CLEVELAND 

Sales of 83 independent retailers in February were 
down 1 per cent from January but increased 10 per 
cent from February, 1944, and 12 per cent for the 
first two months of 1945 as compared with the same 
period of 1944. Bank debits declined 12 per cent 
from January and were 4 per cent below February, 
1944. The steel industry operating rate for Febru- 
ary was 86 per cent of capacity, which was an in- 
crease of 3 per cent from January but a decrease of 
9 per cent from February, 1944. 

January employment in manufacturing industries 
fell fractionally from December and declined 7 per 
cent from January, 1944. Manufacturing pay rolls 
also declined in January with a decrease of 4 per 


cent from December and 1 per cent from January, 


1944. 
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CHANGE FROM 
Monte 
Feb. | Jan. 
ITEM 1945 | 1945 Feb. 
1945 
Unit from 
or Index Jan. 
Base Period 1945 
GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Akron % % 
e e — 9 — 24 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars Number 5 9|— 44 — 82 
New Trucks ” 37 23 + 61 +164 
Cost of 1989 129 » 
vd Liabilities .....Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consum: 1985-39 431 418| + 38 + 265 
Val. Bidg. ... ” 1,651 66 y y 
Residential 2,078 0 y y 
Nonresidential .............. 62 y 
Canton 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores*(31)*% | e — = |+ 4 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars Number 3 3 0 |— 7% 
ew 17 6| +188 
¢Bank Debits | 2338 242;— 4 2 
Commercial! Failures oe 0 0 0 0 
jilities*® .....Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 
Val. Bidg. 18 15 26 — 55 
Residential 4 0 y — 67 
Nonresidential .............. 1 24 | — 95 — 60 
Cincinnati 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (48)"% | © |+ 2 | +18 19 
Auto Registrations :? New Cars Number 32 9 ty — 32 60 
Ni “ 23 117 + 67 33 
Cost of Living®.......... b 123 b b b 
Retail Food Price Index: 135 136|— 1 t 1 x 
Debits Index®t........... ” 198 208; — 38 9 4 
Commercial Failures .........Number 0 0 0 0 0 
Liabili Dol. 0 0 0 0 0 
Val. Bldg. Permits®*‘—Total* . 1935-39 12 11) + 15 10 9 
0 0 0 0 0 
Nonresiden’ 7 3 | +124 — 62 74 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rates Av. %Cap. 93 92}; + 1 + 2 2 
Cleveland 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (83) * % e e — 1 + 10 + 12 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars Number 56 | — 20 — 56 — 63 
ew Trucks 182 101 | + 31 +149 +168 
Cost of Living®..............Jan. 1989 b 127 b 
Retail Food Price 140 * — * 
*Bank Debits Index®-t..... whine 218 —12 — 4 ft 1 
Commercial Failures’? .....-Number 3 1|+ 2 2 1 
Liabilities Thous. Dol. 32 26 | + 23 433 + 93 
Val. Bidg. Permits**—Total® . . 1985-39 75 39) + 90 — 70 — 68 
3 15 | — 80 — 99 — 95 
Nonresidential ....... = 15 39 | — 61 — 94 — 85 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate! Wis. Av. % Cap. 84), + 3 — 9 — 9 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
ITEM Jan.| Dec. 
| 1944 | 
1944 
Akron % 
No. Employed, All Manuf. ye 1985-89) 171) 170)+ 1 
Construction® (48)* 98 98 x 
* Pay Rolis, All Manuf. (BB) 314 296 6 
Construction® (48)*... ” 2 232 |+ 4 
Canton 
No. Employed, All Manuf. (80)* 1985-89) 179| 180)— 1 
* Pay Rolls, All Manuf. (80)*...... 325 339 |— 4 
Cincinnati 
No. Employed, All Manuf. (898)* 1935-39 196 196 |— * 
Construction* (165)* 57 68 |— 8 
Pay Rolls, All Manuf, (398)*..... 406| 440|/— 8 
Construction* (165)*.. ” 88 9% 7 
Yo. Employed, All Manuf. (582)* 1935-39 176 17%|— * 
Constructions (248)* ” 126 152 | — 17 
an (582)*..... ” 419|/— 4 
Construction® (248)*.. ” 150 178 | — 16 
* Indicates Series Charted (page 6). Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 


GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Columbus % % % 
Retail Member *% e e — 8 — 6 + 7 
Auto Registrations :* 9 6|+ 50 — 89 — 90 
wo New Trocke 33 49 | — 33 z 83 183 
Retail Food Price Index™® becmens 1935-39 129 130 |— 1 1 t 1 
eBank Debits Index*t.........-.  ” 166 17% |— 6 — 27 
SE: Number 0 0 0 0 — 1 
Liabilities 0 0 0 0 —100 
Val. Bidg. Permits* 1935-39 46 197 | — 77 | +632 + 7 
Residential .......... 13 5 150 +368 
Nonresidential . 83 22 | +271 + 
Dayton 
Registrations New Gare, Number e e + 16 + 16 + 38 
Auto Registrations :* 2 3 | — 33 — 90 — 90 
ew 7 +188 |+ 7 |+ 7 
Bank Debits Index**........... 1935-39 219 233 |— 6 — 4 — 6 
ial Failures ......... 0 0 0 0 0 
= Liabilities’? ..... Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption? *. ..1935-39 223 2138 |+ 6& t 6 +4 
Val. Permits®*—Total® ... ” 259 16 182 + 19 
Residential ...... 96 0 — 65 
Nonresidential .......... 360 1j+ 7 y + 7 
Toledo 
e + 8 + 9 +18 
Auto Registrations ew Cars 1 4|— 75 — 96 — 90 
New — ns 36 23 | + 57 + 80 +146 
Cost of «+. Jan. 1939 129 b b 
Debits Index®*........... 1935-39 200 197 | + 1 —12 
Commercial Failures ......... ‘um. 0 0 0 0 0 
x Liabilities ..... Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption? . .. 1935-39 260 260 |— + 6 + 4 
Val. Bidg. Permits’: *—Total® ... ” 7 18 | — 60 — 66 |— 7? 
Residential ...... Scccceesccce 0 30 | —100 0 + 7 
Nonresidential ...........+++ 1 1|+ 33 — 94 — 9 
Youngstown 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (21)* % e e + 1 + 6 + 9 
Auto Registrations :? New Cars Number + 2 | +100 0 — 65 
8 6 | + 33 +100 +100 
Cost of Livi Jan. 1939 b 130 b 
Debits Index®t........... 1935-39 183 181 1 * —4 
ailures™ ......... um 0 0 0 0 0 
- Liabilities ..... Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption? .. 1935-39 214 228 |— 6 6 + 10 
Val. Bidg. Permits’ *—Total® ... ” 301 8i+ 7 +? 
Nonresidential ............ 1,046 7” + 7 
Steel Ind. Oper. hag OE 4 Whe. Av. “Ces. 86 84/+ 3 — 10 — 10 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
1946 
ITEM Jan.| Dec. 
from from 1945 
Index 1945 | 1944 | ‘Dec. Jan. from 
Base Period 1944 1944 1944 
Columbus %o %o % 
No. Employed, All Manuf. —_ 1935-39 187 188|— 1 — 15 
e Pay Rolls, All Manuf. (118)*..... 452 451); + * — 6 
Dayton 
No. Employed, All Manuf. (188)* 1985-89 | i262) 153)— 1 | — 9 
Construction® (62)* 55 66 | — 17 — 27 
. Pay Rolls, All Manuf. (133)*..... 364 398|— 8 — 16 
Construction (62)*... ” 115 137 | — 16 — 30 
Toledo 
No. Employed, All Manuf. (144)* 1935-39 137 136 tf 1 — 6 
e Pay Rolls, All Manuf. (144)*..... 269 261 3 — 56 
Youngstown 
No. A All Manuf. 1935-39 118 119};— 1 — 3 
Construction® (40)* 38 42;|;— 9 — 183 
. Pay Rolls, All Manuf. (91)*...... 227 236|;— 4 + 1 
Construction (40)*... ” 6 — 4 


Indicates Series Charted (page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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COLUMBUS 

Sales of 44 independent retailers in February de- 
clined 8 per cent from January and 5 per cent from 
February, 1944, but increased 7 per cent for the year 
to date as compared with the same period of 1944. 
Bank debits decreased 6 per cent from January and 
27 per cent from February, 1944. The total value of 
building permits declined 77 per cent from January 
but increased 632 per cent above February, 1944. 
Retail food prices were down 1 per cent from Janu- 
ary but increased 1 per cent both from February, 
1944, and for the first two months of 1945 as com- 
pared with the same period in 1944. 

January employment in manufacturing industries 
declined 1 per cent from December and was down 15 
per cent from February, 1945. 


DAYTON 

February sales of 28 independent retailers in- 
creased 15 per cent both from January, 1945, and 
from February, 1944, and increased 3 per cent for 
the first two months of 1945 as compared with the 
first two months of 1944. Bank debits declined 6 per 
cent both from January, 1945, and for the year to 
date as compared with the same period in 1944 and 
decreased 4 per cent from February, 1944. Industrial 
power consumption increased 5 per cent from Janu- 
ary and 6 per cent from February, 1944, 

All manufacturing employment fell 1 per cent 
from December and 9 per cent from January, 1944. 
January pay rolls in manufacturing industries de- 
clined 8 per cent from December and 16 per cent 
from January, 1944. 


TOLEDO 

Retail sales of 51 independent stores were up 8 
per cent from January, 9 per cent from February, 
1944, and 13 per cent for the first two months of 
1945 as compared with the same period in 1944. 
Bank debits rose 1 per cent from January but de- 
clined 12 per cent from February, 1944, and 13 per 
cent for the year to date as compared with the same 
period of 1944. Industrial power consumption de- 
clined fractionally from January but rose 6 per cent 
from February, 1944. The total value of building 
permits declined 60 per cent from January. 

Manufacturing employment rose 1 per cent from 
December but fell 5 per cent below January, 1944. 
1944. January pay rolls increased 3 per cent from 
December but fell 5 per cent below January, 1944. 
YOUNGSTOWN 

February sales of 21 independent retailers were 
up 1 per cent from January, 6 per cent from Febru- 
ary, 1944, and 30 per cent for the first 2 months of 
1945 as compared with the corresponding period of 
1944. Bank debits increased 1 per cent from January 
but declined fractionally from February, 1944. In- 
dustrial power consumption fell 6 per cent from Jan- 
uary but increased 6 per cent from February, 1944. 
The steel industry operating rate for February was 
86 per cent of capacity, showing an increase of 3 per 
cent from January but a decrease of 10 per cent 
from February, 1944. 

January employment in manufacturing industries 
declined 1 per cent from December and 3 per cent 
from January of last year. 
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Wartime Trends In Nonagricultural 
Employment In Ohio 


(Continued from Page 1) 
selectees leaving the labor market.” 
Manufacturing employment increased from 809,000 in 
October, 1939, the month of greatest total employment in 
1939, to 1,380,000 in June, 1943, the month of greatest 


CHART 2—NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 
PRIVATE WAGE OR SALARY WORKERS IN NON- 
AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES, OHIO, SELECTED 

PERIODS, 1939-1944 
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Source: Accompanying table. 
total employment. By the close of 1943, however, manu- 
facturing employment had dropped to 1,344,000, and one 
year later it. was down to 1,232,000. Manufacturing em- 
ployment in nonwar industries remained relatively con- 
stant throughout this period, 1939-1944. The increase in 
manufacturing employment over the period 1939-1944 
which did occur took place in the war industries where 
504,000 were employed in October, 1939, about 1,069,000 
in June, 1948, and about 945,000 in December, 1944. 
Per Cent Change in Employment, October, 1939, to June, 
1943 

From the high point in 1939 (October) to the all-time 
high in June, 19438, the total number employed (covered 
by unemployment compensation) increased 42 per cent. 
If employment were measured by man-hours worked in- 
stead of the number employed, it would, of course, be much 
higher,. somewhere in the neighborhood of 15 per cent 
more. The number employed in manufacturing increased 
71 per cent while the number employed in nonmanufactur- 
ing increased only 8 per cent. Employment in manufac- 
turing war industries more than doubled; it increased 112 
per cent, as compared with an increase of 2 per cent in 
manufacturing nonwar industries. 


Per Cent Change, June 1943, to December, 1944 
Total number employed decreased 9 per cent during this 
period. Employment in manufacturing war industries de- 
@® It is interesting to note that already a decrease in the potential 
liability of the Ohio Unemployment Compensation fund of close to 200,- 
000 workers has occurred, accompanied by a decrease in the number of 


benefit recipients. This situation indicates a definite shrinkage in the 
labor force. 


creased 12 per cent while in the manufacturing nonwar 
industries it decreased about 8 per cent. Nonmanufactur- 
ing employment decreased 5 per cent. Decreases in the 
number employed occurred in all industries with the ex- 
ception of tobacco manufacturers, rubber products, non- 
ferrous metals, automobiles and equipment, transporta- 
tion and public utilities, and retail trade. 


Relative Importance of Various Industry Groups 

In October, 1939, about 34 per cent of the total number 
of private wage or salary workers in nonagricultural in- 
dustries were employed in manufacturing war industries. 


NUMBER OF PRIVATE WAGE OR SALARY WORKERS IN 
NONAGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND PER CENT 
CHANGE IN EMPLOYMENT, BY INDUSTRIES, 


OHIO, SELECTED PERIODS, 1939-1944 
(Thousands of Employees) _ 


Month of Highest Per Cent Change 
Employment Esti- ; 1 Des 
mat- une, 
INDUSTRY | 1943 ed 1943 | 1944 | 1944 
Oct.,| Sep... Dec.,| from | from rom 
1939 1942| June! p,..|1944| Oct., | June, | Dec., 
@ 1939 1943 1943 
1,485) 2,016 2,107: 2,058) 1,925) + 41.9,— 8.6;— 6.4 
Mining and | 
Quarrying ...... 32| 32) 29 28 7.6;— 18.3}— 13.5 
Construction .... 56, 95 76 51) 50\+ 36.7;— 34.8;— 3.3 
Manuf.—Total ... 809) 1,246 1,380) 1,344) 1,232) + 70.6;— 10.7;— 8.4 
Nonwar Indus- 
tries—Total ...| 305; 328 310; 292) 19— 7.5)— 1.7 
Food and Kin- 
dred Products . 66, 83) 66 60| 644+ 3.2 
Tobacco Manuf. 4 4 4 3 4|— 18.0|+ 15.3) + 17.2 
Textile Mill 
Products ..... 12; 15 13 20.6|— 36.8)— 29.2 
Apparel ....... 30} 31 3.3;— 0.2 
3 4 4 4 31.4/— 3.8;— 11.8 
Furniture ..... 27| 28; 27) 25) 0.6;— 15.4,— 7.8 
Paper and 
Allied Products 21; 27 29 29) 271+ 37.2;\— 5.91— 4.9 
Printing and 
Publishing ... 42; 38 387) 37) 98 — 3.0/— 1.5 
Leather and 
Products ..... 19 17 17 16 11.4;,— 3.5 
Stone, Clay and 
Glass Products 51) 55 56 50; 9.7;— 15.4;— 6.3 
Misc. Manuf. .. 29) 25 25) 25} 15.3. 13.2 
War Ind.—Total 918 1,069, 1,052) 945) +112.0;— 11.7; — 10.2 
Chem. and Prod. 30 49 51 47 35| + 70.0; — 31.9) — 26.0 
Petroleum and 
Coal Products . 6 9 4 9 + 39.1; — 14.4)— 18.2 
Rubber Prod. . 52} 71, 78 86 50.5.4+ 6.2 
Iron and Steel 
Products ..... 204; 273, 280, 269) 254'+ 37.3;,— 9.0\— 5.3 
Transp. Equip..| » 104| 207; 208) 164, © |— 20.5)— 21.1 
Nonferrous Met. 24 39, 49 52 50} +101.8 + 3.9 
Elec. Machinery 58; 78 90) 88) 56.7;— 0.9'4+ 2.0 
Mach. not Elec. 96} 285) 221) 192) +144.3;— 18.1;— 13.0 
Auto and Equip. 35 68 72) 73] +105.8|+ 0.9;— 1.6 
Tot. Transportation, 
Utilities, Trade 
and Service ..... 588} 642; 622) 635; 620/+ 5.8\— 2.3 
Transp. and Util. 88; 94) 93) 94) 94/+ 0.5 
Whisl. and Ret. Tr. 358) 363) 366;+ 3.9 
Whisl. Trade. . 118} 106) 103) 81) 67|/— 13.2;— 34.9|— 17.1 
Retail Trade ... | 239) 273) 260) 300) 299'+ 8.8|+ 14.7|\— 0.3 
Servies*.......... 142} 169) 166) 160) 164,— 2.7\+ 0.6 
Nonmfg.—Totale . 675} 769) 727) 718) 694/+ 7.7;— 4.6)/— 2.8 
Not Elsewhere Class. t s |— 96.1 


© All-time high. 

® Data cover all employees except those in agriculture, domestic ser- 
vice, government, religious and nonprofit organizations, interstate rail- 
roads, and employees of firms with less than three persons. » Included 
in Miscellaneous Manufacturing. ‘Over 200 per cent increase. 4 In- 
cludes insurance, finance and brokerage. ° Includes all the industries 
in the table other than manufacturing and not elsewhere classified. 

t Less than 1,000 employees. * Data not available. 

Source: Releases of the Bureau 
1939-1943. Estimates for December, 1944, are based on special tabula 
tions supplied by the Bureau of Labor Statiaticn, United States Depart- 
ment of Labor. 


NOTE: Sum of the parts may not equal the total due to rounding. 


By September, 1942, this per cent increased to about 46, 
and during 1943 this proportion reached about 50 per 
cent where it has stayed to the present time (see Chart 2). 
The number employed in manufacturing nonwar indus- 
tries was about 21 per cent of the total in October, 1939. 
For the past two years it has been about 15 per cent. 
Sam Arnold 
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